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prominent feature in French foreign policy for the
next fifty years. His rapid and brilliant success in.
the peninsula, culminating in his occupation of
Naples, little more than six months after his de-
parture from Lyons, alarmed both Ferdinand and
Maximilian, now Emperor, as well as the Italian
states. They formed the " Holy Alliance " (1494), in
conjunction with the Pope, Venice, and Milan, to
expel the invaders from the peninsula. But it was
of vital importance to the allies that Henry should
not assist Charles, and Ferdinand tried every means
to induce England to join the league, or at least to
remain neutral. But to all the arguments of the
Catholic king and of his special envoy, the penurious
Dr. Puebla, the English monarch objected that
Burgundy was hostile to him, and that Warbeck
continued to find an asylum in Flanders. Ferdinand,
therefore, brought pressure to bear upon the Emperor
to induce him to abandon the pretender and the con-
clusion of the " Intercursus Magnus," coupled with
the continued progress of the French, eventually
induced Maximilian to agree to do this. In return,
Henry entered the " Holy Alliance," but at the same
time he was careful not to bind himself in any way
to make war upon Charles, so that his adhesion to
the league was little more in effect than a declaration
of neutrality.

The premature death of the French king restored
peace to Europe, and led to a renewal of friendly
relations between England and France. Henry
turned his attention to the negotiation of matri-
monial alliances. The last years of the fifteenth